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Howdy to all the 4-H Horse Project members in Kansas!

Back to school time! Once again, included in this newsletter is some
information about how things have changed for your 4-H Horse Project. If you
have questions, contact your local Extension Office.

At the time of writing this, the State 4-H Horse Show is set for September
17-19, 2020 at the fairgrounds in Hutchinson. Participants need to keep
watching their email for updates as there will be different protocols to go
through this year due to VSV and COVID-19. We ask you to be mindful of the
procedures, courteous to the volunteers and staff, and enjoy your State 4-H
Horse Show experience.

Don’t forget, there is a new Kansas 4-H Horse Show Rule Book. Check
the back cover of your rule book to make sure it is the most current; it should
say: S133 Revised January 2020. Be sure to download it or have your local
Extension Office order it for you. It can be found at: https://www.kansas4-
h.org/projects/animals/horse.html under General Horse Resources. There are
several rule changes you need to be aware of and this will be the rule book used
at the KSF State 4-H Horse Show.

There is a TON of information about the Horse project at:
https://www.kansas4-h.org/projects/animals/horse.html Check it out and
bookmark that page for future reference.

If you would like to submit an article or have a horse event you would like
to publicize, please e-mail that information to Jean at jhuntley@ksu.edu.
Happy trails and safe riding!

Dates to Remember:

Aug 1 State 4-H Horse Show entries due to State 4-H Office
Sept 17-19 State 4-H Horse Show, Kansas State Fair, Hutchinson




Insider’s Guide to Proper Horse
Show Etiquette

All aspects of life uphold certain customs,
regulations, principles, and expectations...also
known as etiquette. Even the horse show world
has some basic, unspoken rules.

Although some seem pretty obvious,
unfortunately, not all people realize the
importance of these rules. There are many
reasons why horse show etiquette is essential,
but number one is ensuring the safety and
efficiency of the show. Without a basic guideline
of rules, horse shows would be utter chaos.

Here are seven principles you should always
follow at horse shows.

Pick up after yourself This rule applies all
over the show. In the stands, in the stall rows, in
the arena...anywhere you are, keep a clean
environment. If you see a piece of trash laying
around, please throw it away. Yes, a horse will
spook at that potato chip bag or that empty
water bottle being kicked around.

If you see something like a safety pin or a
sharp object on the ground, put it in something
that cannot be penetrated, such as a water
bottle, and throw it away. A safety pin laying on
the ground could end a horse’s career.

Keep dogs on a leash Loose dogs running
around the horse show will never be acceptable.
No matter the size or circumstance, all loose dogs
are a hazard and an accident waiting to happen.
If your dog is misbehaving, keep it in your tack
stall, so it is not a disturbance to other exhibitors.
Horses have a fight or flight instinct when faced
with threatening situations. Because of this
instinct, the horses, dogs, and people around you
are at risk of being injured.

Don’t block entryways There are always
certain areas for trailer parking and trailer
parking only. Do not be one of those people who
park their trailer right in front of the main gate.
There are also areas to let your horse rest in
between classes; it’s called your stall. Don’t stand
in the middle of the warm-up pen or right in front
of the entry gate while you wait.

When you block doorways and gates, you're
making things difficult for the people around you,
and you’re putting yourself at risk. Do yourself a
favor and be considerate. Terry Cross of Dry River
Ranch says to always “See the perspective of
others because one day you might be in their
shoes.”

Be courteous in the warm-up pen Warm
up pens are pretty chaotic no matter where you
are. Horses are running around in all directions,
occasionally someone longing...it’s basically like
rush hour traffic. Michelle Tidwell of Cahill
Quarter Horses says one of her horse show pet
peeves is people who text and longe or text and
ride, “It's impolite and can be dangerous for the
people around you.”

If you have to longe your horse, try to take
it to an arena dedicated to longing, or an arena
with very few people in it. Even though warm up
pens are stressful, you still need to be respectful
of others and their needs.

AQHA Professional Horsewoman, Nancy
Cahill says, “Horse shows are exhausting.
Everyone is tired, sore and hungry, but we’re all
in the same boat. Be polite to everyone because
they’re just as exhausted as you.”

Shows usually dedicate warm-up times for
each event. If the announcer calls for a warm-up
for all hunt seat exhibitors, if you’re a ranch rider,
do not go in the arena. If you are not showing, do
not warm up in the already crowded arena for
people who are showing. AQHA amateur
exhibitor, D’Lynn Jones says she always reminds
herself of this one rule, “it’s their pen, too.”

Ask then touch This rule might be the most
important rule. Always ask the owner before
touching a horse that’s not your own. Horse
shows can be a very bio-hazardous place to bring
a horse because of the potential disease the
surrounding horses may carry. You want to
create a bio-secure environment for your horse,
so it can’t contract any iliness. If one horse at a
show is sick and you pet that horse, that sickness
will spread to your horse and any other horse
you’re around. It could even affect horses not at
the show. As a safety precaution, keep your
hands to yourself.



In the show pen There are three principles
you should always follow in the show pen. First,
be a good sport. Don’t be a sore loser and throw
a fit about something that went wrong. Trainer,
Nancy Cahill says, “You have three minutes at the
stall to kick the wall and be mad, and then that’s
it. Once your three minutes are up, pull yourself
together and don’t whine anymore. You're at a
horse show; there are worse things that can
happen.”

Second, don’t crowd other horses. AQHA
Amateur exhibitor, Andrea James says, “For the
love of all that is Holy, look behind you before
you stop your horse, and if you have a fast horse,
do not park it behind a slow horse on the rail.”

Lastly, listen to the ring steward or gate
person. Be ready for your class and don’t make
the judges wait. Everyone has had a long day so
please just be prepared for your class.

Thank your trainer Trainers do a ridiculous
amount of work for us. They help with feeding,
getting your horse ready, getting you prepared,
and dealing with everyone’s problems and
concerns. Rain or shine, trainers are willing to
show up and help. Don’t be so pretentious and
prideful that you can’t thank your teacher and
mentor. The truth is, we couldn’t do any of this
without them, so thank them...and pay them, of
course.
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Proper horse show etiquette is a group of
principles based on common courtesy and
politeness. Although there are many more than
just seven things you should be sure to do at
every show, these are some of the most
important.

Use these rules for your next show to help
benefit the people and horses around you. Help
the horse show world be more efficient and safe.
AQHA Amateur exhibitor, Candice White says to

always “Be nice and smile.”
Source: Lauren Pursley for GoHorseShow; May 20, 2019

Lauren Pursley is a devoted equestrian, showing
in the all-around events with her horse Lovin
Some Lazy Lola and the current Texas Quarter
Horse Youth Association Reporter. In addition to
competing in AQHA shows, Lauren competes in
Interscholastic Equestrian Association (IEA) horse

shows, 4H Horse Judging and is a member of the
4H Veterinary Science Club. Lauren enjoys
working with horses, writing about horses, and
equine photography.

The Grandest Foal

I'll lend you for a little while,
my grandest foal, God said.

For you to love while he's alive,
and mourn for when he's dead.

It may be one or twenty years,
or days or months, you see.
But will you, til I take him back,
Take care of him for me?

He'll bring his charms to gladden you
and should his stay be brief,

you'll have those treasured memories,
as solace for your grief.

| cannot promise he will stay,

since all from earth return.

But there are lessons taught on earth
| want this foal to learn.

I've looked the wide world over

in my search for teachers true.

And from the throngs that crowd life's lanes,
with trust, | have selected you.

Now will you give him all your love?
Nor think the labor vain.

Nor hate me when | come

to take him back again?

| know you'lt give him tenderness
and love will bloom each day.

And for the happiness you've known,
you will forever-grateful stay.

But should | come and call for him
much sooner than you'd planned,
you'll brave the bitter grief that comes,
and maybe understand.

-- Author Unknown



Making Your Own Equine First Rid
Kit

When you have a horse, they will inevitably
injure themselves. It doesn’t matter how careful
you are, there will be scratches, cuts, and
sometimes more serious injuries. If you have a
horse, you really should have an equine first aid
kit whether it’s in your barn, tack room, trailer, or
anywhere your horse lives.

Getting Started It may seem like a big task
to put together a first aid kit, but it isn’t. If you
have a container to store everything in, that’s the
first step. It doesn’t have to be fancy. You can use
a grooming tote, a repurposed tool box, or even
a Tupperware container.

After you have a container set aside to
store all of your first aid supplies in, you need to
start buying the stuff you will need to fill the
container.

First Aid Supplies Here are some of the
items | feel it is important to have in your first aid
kit.

o Vetwrap

o Different sized ace wraps (2", 3", 4” 6”)

o Different styles of tape (plastic, medical,
elasticon)

o Duct tape

e Bandage scissors

e Headlamp

e Stethoscope

e Thermometer

e 4x4gauze

e 2Xx2gauze

o Cast padding

e Cling roll gauze

e Maxi-pads

o Set of polo wraps

e Emergency halter and lead rope

¢ Rolled cotton

» Different size band-aids

e Disposable gloves

e Alcohol

e Sterile water

e  Wound wash

*  Wound and skin care ointment/cream/gel

e Epsom salt

e Peroxide
o Disinfectant Solution
o Tweezers
e Pill crusher
« Bute powder or paste
e Horse treats
o Paste dewormer
e Fly ointment
e Flyspray
e Jelly lubricant
e Humane twitch
e Alcohol prep pads
o Different sized syringes (5,10,20,60 ml sizes)
o Different size towels
e Clip board with important phone numbers
(as well as your horse’s weekly vital signs)
This is a very comprehensive list of
everything you really should have in your first aid
kit for your horse, and yourself at the barn.
You don’t have to buy everything at once.
You can pick up an item or two when you make
an order from your favorite place to shop online.
You can buy a lot of this stuff at tack stores, or
even drugstores. | have found the easiest way is
to spend $10.00 to $15.00 a month to really build
up my first aid supplies.
Source: The Budget Equestrian
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