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Hosted by Eve Rider, 2022 Kansas 4-H S\ULZ5 '
Rabbit 13-14 Showmanship Champion §

May 11th topics include:
« How to Start Showmanship
« Basic Rabbit Anatomy
« Posing Your Rabbit
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May 18th topics:
« Disqualifications vs. Faults

« Winning Tips
« How to Perfect Your Rabbit
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Welcome!

I’m Eve Rider. | have been raising rabbits for 6 years
but showing for 2 years. | was the 2022 Kansas State
Fair 13-14 rabbit showmanship Grand Champion.
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Rabbit showmanship

An important skill that can be used to learn more about your rabbit and the rabbit
judging process-ARBA showman guidelines

Showmanship is a “vet check” on your animal. It's like the process judges and
registrars go through while checking animals. This process should make sure
your animal is a quality show animal. It also demonstrates your knowledge and
handling of the animal-arba.net/rabbit-showmanship/

Showmanship is an opportunity for a 4-H member to show how much he or she
knows about rabbits and how well they can handle them. A good showman is a
combination of their knowledge, manners, proper dress and handling
skills-Douglas County Guide to Rabbit Showmanship and Show Etiquette



Supplies needed before you get started

A carpet square or show table. Rabbits can A Rabbit(of course)

be taught that when they are on a certain
surface like carpet that it is
time to be shown

A brush. Brushing your rabbit can help
them get used to being touched and
- handled. Also helps handle shedding.

Lab coat or white long sleeve
shirt. Prevents scratches and
gives a professional look when
performing your showmanship

Nalil clippers. Animals with extra |
long nails don't pose as well
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How to POSE.From the Proper Posing and Evaluation pages in the 2014
domestic rabbit magazine. (available on the ARBA website)

Commercial: The toes of the back legs aligned
with the front of the hip, and the front feet
directly under the eye.

Compact:Front feet directly under the eyes.
Toes of the rear feet aligned with the front of the
hips.

Cylindrical:Front feet directly under the eyes.
Toes of the rear feet with the front of the hips.
Body elongated as much as possible with the

hocks flat on the table. Topline should be stright.

Full Arch (Not normally used for showmanship)
for Britannia Petite and Belgian Hare, set the
hind feet and then lift from under the Jaw. The
other breeds run down the table for evaluation.

High Head Mount: Holland Lops and Lionheads
posed lightly on front feet.

Semi Arch: Rear feet directly under the front of
the hips and front feet under the eyes



BODY PARTS OF RABBIT
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HEAD\ /
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To begin with rabbit
showmanship you
want to identify the
basic body parts.
The ears, eyes,
back, fur, nose,
mouth, front and
back legs, the belly,
the sex and the tail.



RABBIT SHOWMANSHIP SCORE SHEET NAME: AGE GROUP:
Statement of Purpese: To ate working kr ge of an effect ination and evaluation of a rabbit. To explore aiScal thinking skills, know what to check for and why.
INTRODUCTION AND CARRY (Each area CHECK BACK FEET/TOENAILS RABBIT
Controlled tuck carry to table warth 10 poins) | count correct number on left Free of moit
Personal introduction Count correct number color on night Free of disease
Rabbit introduction Explain proper color, check hocks Healthy appearance

Check right eye for proper color or disease
Tell what proper color is for

Buck (expose penis), check for testicles
Know possibie disease to look for

Controlled tuck carry from table Know DQ's and faults Meets basic requirements of breed
CHECK EARS CHECK BACK LEGS/BONE HANDLING

Look into left ear for mites, cankers, etc. Lift and feel each bone on left Holkds animal comfortably

Look into right ear for mites, cankers, eic. Lift and feel each bone on right Controls animal naturally

Know how to treat f needed Know DQ's and faults Turns are controlied

Check ear texture/blemishes

Know DQ's and faults

Show/Tell ear tattoo

CHECK EYES CHECK SEX APPEARANCE

Check left eye for proper color or disease Dce (expose vent) Show Jacket or long sleeves

Halr groomed & away from face
Hands free of distractions (jewelry,

Look at Inside front legs for same
Know what 1o do If discharge is found

Know DQ's and faults
May check on back but also while posed

the varlety Know DQ's and faults polish)

Know diseases that can effect the eye Area must be clean & cared for Goeod posture
Know DQ's and faults

CHECK NOSE TAIL ACTIONS
Check the nose and describe what Check bone for breaks Confident, relaxed
symptoms of disease might be there Check straightness & Check carmage Courteous

Good eye contact, Smies
Speaks clearly and loud enough to

Know DQ's and faults be heard
CHECK TEETH POSE KNOWLEDGE (worth 20 points)
Look closely at front teeth, bottom & top Demonstrate correct pose for breed Origin
Describe what problems effect teeth Set tall, ears, front & hind feet Anatomy
Describe proper bite Know correct body type & anatomy Confirmation
Know DQ's and faults Heaith & Disease
Correct answers given
Complete answers given
Good use of terminology
CHECK FRONT FEET/TOENAILS CHECK BODY COMMENTS:
Count correct number on left Upper body, feel for abscess or rupture
Count correct number on right Under body, same
Explain proper color, Pads Sides and neck area, same
Know DQ's and faults Know DQ's and faults
CHECK FRONT LEGS/BONE CHECK FUR
Check each leg for straightness and Inial set-up, set fur/wool property
breaks After examination, set fur/wool properly
Check the bone thickness of each leg Explain type of fur or wool on this breed
Know DCfs and faults (Possible 200) TOTAL POINTS

Update by Marion Kamm (2008) Yvonne Michaud, Diana Gauntt-2005 Kansas State Rabbit Breeders Assoclation. Matched 1o ARBA recommended Showmanship Standard.

Kansas rabbit

showmanship score sheet



AMERICAN RABBIT BREEDERS ASSN. 2/23/2023
PO BOX 400, KNOX, PA 16232
814-797-4129 info@arba.net
- Rabbit Showmanship H H H H
ot e e the o' o g, kg he oo bt . American Rabbit Breeders Association
Step Actions pts Terms pts  pts . .
Proper support /
= s ARBA) rabbit showmansh
I e . /; ( rabbit showmanshi
Poda Correct pose for breed 3 Breed, Compact, Cylindrical, Full Arch 2
Introduction: Greeting, Name, Step-back M Semi-Arch, G clad 78 h t
—— oo . e e A scoresheet.
Read tattoo Torn or Missing Portions, Fur Covering /5
Smooth motian, proper control
Runr OV | et walght o table 5
& Properly Open Eyes 3 Proper Calor, Bindness, Wall Eye, Moon 2 y
o Not forcing open Eye, Weepy Eye or signs of conjunctivitis /S 8
Proper hand position
Nose Show bath nestrits 3 ::::ﬂ“‘ N“:':“""" 2
Check inside legs for nasal discharge gn Spots,
Teeth Proper hand position 5 Malocchusion, Buck Teeth, Wolf Teeth 2
Show upper & lower incisors Peg Teeth, Broken Teeth
Check straightness of legs Broken, Extra, Missing Toes
Front Feet/Legs | Check toenalls, pad, & dewdlaw 3 | Mismatched, White, Missing Toenalis 2 /
Proper thumbd position Bane Density, Dew Claw, Pads /5
Check under jaw & chest
N oflemiisie. W
Smooth & complete coverage B 2 /5
Broken & Missing Toes
Check straightness of legs
Mismatched, White, Missing Toenaiis
Rear Feet/Legs | Check toenalls & hocks 3 2 /
Proper thumb position Bone Density, Straightness, Sore Hocks / .
Sex Proper position of rabbit & hand 3 Buck/Doe, Vent Disease, Hutch Bum 2 p
Expose vent/penis & testicles Split Penis, Descended Testicles in Int/Se /5
Tail Extend tail; Move side to side 3 Wry, Dead, Bobbed, Broken 2
Examine underside Color, Straightness S
Retum to pose; Smooth motion
Fur Proper contral; Stroke coat from tail to 3 hxl 1:'xme, S:“'\ Loster dso 2 vl
head to show fur type Soltack, Fytack, Res; Standng, Woa /s
Judging Final pose: Head, Ears, Shoulder, Chest, Excellent, Good, Fair, Poor, Balance
Midsection, Loin, Hindguarters, Rumg, 10 | Condition, Finish s 5
Comments Breed specific (markings/color) Did not use word, “Nice”! /15
- Show Coat/Apron/Long Si :mme treatment,/Controls animal at all
Smile, Hair Neat 5 s /
Presentation Good eye contact, Follows directions, %
No Rings, No dangling jewelry Thanks Judge /w
Knowledge Answers 10 guestions 10
/10
Judge TOTAL SCORE
100
Comments:




Carrying your rabbit to the table

When carrying your rabbit to the table the technique | use is
to carry it like a football. You tuck the rabbits head into the
crook of your right arm, kind of like the guys do when running
with the football. You use your left hand to support the
underside of the rabbit. When you get to the table you slide
out your left arm and carefully place your rabbit down onto
the table. You then pose your rabbit before starting your
introduction.



Introduction

Introduce yourself, name, age, how long you've been in 4-H if
it is for a 4-H show. = *

Introduce your rabbit, tell its name, its
breed, color, and if it is a buck or doe.




Eyes

LA | R\,
Know what the proper eye color for your rabbit is
and check that the rabbit has that color. There is
w 5 eye colors:Blue, Blue gray, Chocolate, Marble,
and Ruby.

Check that the
eye is healthy
and has no
discharge

Read the rabbit’s tattoo

Look in the ear to check for mites




Back Fur

Tell the proper body type and make Tell the judge what color/variety your
sure your rabbit is posed correctly. rabbit is

Feel around the body to check for Blow into the fur to check for any
abscesses E————e | TNIEES OT lice

Tan:Full
Arch body
type

*Flip over
your rabbit*




Flipping over

Flipping over your rabbit is one of the hardest parts of showmanship. It takes a lot of
practice for your rabbit to get used to being flipped over and for you to get used to
flipping them over. They might fight you in the beginning but with the proper tecnique
they should get used to get it. The way | do it is | have the rabbits nose facing to the left
then | use my right hand to flip it. | put my pointer finger between the rabbits ears and
use my thumb and middle finger to gently but firmly squeeze the rabbits head and lift it
up gently while using my left hand to sweep under its body before laying its back down
gently onto the table. You want to make sure your holding the rabbit firmly or it will try to
wiggle and flip back over but also that your not squeezing its head too hard. It takes
practice but with time it will get easier. The rabbit will be on its back for a majority of the
rest of the showmanship so one hand will be used to hold the rabbits head and another
to point to the body parts.

If it flips back over. Dont panic and just reflip it.



Nose Teeth

Look at the nose and check for any Open the mouth and tell the judge
discharge which is a sign of cold your rabbit has all 28 teeth and make
sure none are broken
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Front Back Legs and Belly

First extend the front leg to make sure it is not
broken and then count the toenails. Do the
same on the other leg. The front legs should
have 4 toenails and a dewclaw. Then feel the
belly to make sure it has no abscesses. Then
on the back legs do the same as the front,
extend the leg to check for breaks and then
count the toenails. Then repeat on the other
leg. The back legs should have 4 toenails




Sex Tail

Know if you have a buck or a doe. If it Find the tail and extend it to make
us a doe explain that it has a vent. It sure it isn't broken

it is a buck explain that it has a penis

and two testicles




Questions

At the end of your showmanship ask the judge if they have any questions. The
judge will normally have a few questions, the level of difficulty depends on your
age.

Now I'm gonna ask you guys if you have any questions.




KANSAS 4-H ANIMAL
SCIENCE SERIES Thank you for

MAY 11 & 18 AT 7:00 PM coming! | hope you
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Hosted by Eve Rider, 2022 Kansas 4-H 18th at 7:00.
Rabbit 13-14 Showmanship Champion

May 11th topics include:
¢ How to Start Showmanship
» Basic Rabbit Anatomy
¢ Posing Your Rabbit

~  May 18th topics:

» Disqualifications vs. Faults

¢ Winning Tips

* How to Perfect Your Rabbit
Showmanship
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